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access for a bonding agent. For this reason the applicant submits that these references do 
not render obvious claims 21, 23, 24 and 26. 

The Examiner rejected claims 22 and 25 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hellenkamp in view of Dybbs in further view of Richey. The applicant 
submits that these claims are allowable for being dependent upon allowable independent 
claims. 

The Examiner rejected claim 45 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hellenkamp in view of Simon. Claim 45 recites a notch located along a side edge of the 
blade. The notch allows for easy handling of the blade assembly. Neither Hellenkamp or 
Simon disclose or suggest to provide a notch along the side of the blade. For this reason the 
applicant submits that these references do not render unpatentable claim 45. 

In view of the above it is submitted that the claims are in condition for allowance. 
Reconsideration of the rejections is requested. Allowance of claims 21-26 and 45 at an early 
date is solicited. 
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Appendix 

IN THE CLAIMS \ 

Claims 21, 24 and 45 have been amended as follows. 

2 1 . (Twice Amended) A blade assembly that can be assembled into a 
microkeratome used to cut a cornea, the miqrokeratome including a pin, comprising: 

a blade that has a cutting edge, a rear edge, and a pair of side edges that extend 
between said cutting edge and said rear edge; 

a blade holder that is coupled to said blade, said bladei holder h aving a recess that 
receives the pin, and a hole; and, 

a bonding agent that is introduced through said hole and attaches said blade holder to 

said blade. r ^ SK ^ 

24. (Twice Amended) A blade assembly that can be assembled into a (w<-**° 
microkerotome used to cut a cornea, the microkeratome including a pin, comprising: (- . 

a blade that has a cutting edge, a rear edge, and a pair of side edges that extend 

between said cutting edge and said rear edge; and, 

a blade holder that is coupled to said blade, said blade holder having a recess that 
receives the pin and bonding access means; and, 

bonding means for bonding said blade holder to said hlade and which is introduced 
through said bonding access means . . 

45 . (Twice Amended) A blade assembly that can be assembled into a 
microkeratome used to cut a cornea, the microkeratome including a pin, comprising; 
a blade holder having a front surface and a recess that receives the pin; and 
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a blade attached to said blade holder, said blade having apair of side edges, a cutting edge, a 
rear edge and a notch |"an opening] thdt extends through ai thickness of said blade and is 
located between said cutting edge an<J said front surface along one of[ between] said side 
edges. 
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